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Town of Estancia
Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Monday, April 27, 2020 6:15 pm 
Municipal Building, 513 Williams Avenue, Estancia, NM 87016

Minutes

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

The meeting was called to order at 6:57 pm and was conducted in the Board Room at using a Teleconference method. Roll Call was taken:

Trustee Lovato – Present 
Trustee Sedillo – Present 
Trustee Chavez- Present 
Trustee Hall – Present 
Mayor Dial – Present 

1.0 Approval/Disapproval of Agenda – Action Item
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Hall made a motion to approve the agenda as written. Trustee Sedillo seconded the motion. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED 

2.0 Resolution 2020-10 Declaration of Health Emergency for the Town of Estancia- Action Item- Roll Call Vote 
Clerk Michelle Jones presented Resolution 2020-10 for Board approval.  A copy of this resolution can be found in the file for this meeting.  In summary, this resolution declares a Health Emergency for the Town of Estancia due to the Coronavirus.  Putting this declaration in place will help the Town receive reimbursement from the State for expenses incurred as a direct result of the virus. It also gives the Mayor the authority to respond quickly to situations that might normally require Board approval. ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Hall made a motion to approve Resolution 2020-10 Declaration of Health Emergency for the Town of Estancia. Trustee Lovato seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Trustee Lovato – Yes, Trustee Sedillo – Yes, Trustee Chavez – Yes, Trustee Hall – Yes. MOTION CARRIED 

3.0 Shutoff of unpaid utility accounts set for April 28- Discussion and Possible Action
Mayor Dial told the Board that water shut off for unpaid water utility bills for the Town was scheduled for tomorrow, April 28th.  He wanted to discuss the possibility of postponing this shut off due to the current pandemic.  Trustee Sedillo said that we are all concerned about our citizen’s current situations. EMW Gas has posted that they will not shut off until June 25th, but they will hold customers accountable for the payment of their whole bill.  Clerk Michelle Jones commented that holding off until June may hurt customers more than help them because some bills could be hundreds of dollars by then which would be very difficult for some customers to have to pay all at once.  The Board agreed to a compromise; water shut off would be postponed to May 26th.  Trustee Lovato said that we should postpone the shut off for a month, inform the public and highly encourage people to continue to pay their bill.  ACTION TAKEN:  Trustee Sedillo made the motion to postpone shut off for unpaid accounts until May 26th; customers will be accountable for the entire amount of their bill. Trustee Lovato seconded the motion. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED 
The Clerk’s office will inform the public. 













4.0 EMW Representative Letters of Interest- Information Only 
Mayor Dial told the Board that he has received several letters of interest for the recently vacated EMW Board position.  Mr. George Martin served on the Board for many years before his recent passing on April 20th.  The Board of Trustees expressed their gratitude for Mr. Martin’s conscientious service to the Town. Mr. Martin was an Ag Teacher in Estancia for over thirty years, and during that time helped generations of aspiring farmers and ranchers.  He raised fine sheep and helped countless young people raise top-rated animals. He was a pillar of the Torrance County Fair, and he and Mary were pillars of their church and the larger community.  
Mayor Dial asked if any of the Board members would be interested in the position.  Trustee Lovato had sent a letter of interest already and Trustee Chavez expressed her interest.  Mayor Dial said he would be reviewing all the candidates and would present his pick for Board approval at the May 4th regular meeting.  NO ACTION, INFORMATION ONLY 

5.0 Scheduling of Budget Workshop for May 11, 2020- Action Item 
Clerk Michelle Jones asked if the Budget Workshop could be conducted at the next regular meeting which is scheduled for May 18th.  The Board agreed to the May 18th date. NO ACTION, INFORMATION ONLY 

Adjournment

Trustee Sedillo made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Trustee Hall seconded the motion.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:41 pm. 


Approved: _____________________________                         Date: ______________________


Attest: ________________________________                          Date: ______________________



	
